
Don and Kathy Maine understand the vision    
for the new home of the Michigan State 
University College of Human Medicine. 	

Indeed, it was their unfaltering advocacy for the Secchia 
Center, the $90 million future home of the college 
in Grand Rapids, that jump-started the fundraising 
campaign.   The Secchia Center is an innovative state-
of the art facility named in honor of the lead donors, 
Ambassador Peter and Joan Secchia.  Much of the 
momentum for the campaign is due to Don (Education, 
’65 and ’71) and Kathy’s leadership.  

“The partnerships that Don and Kathy helped MSU 
forge with key partners for this project were critical to our 
success,” said President Lou Anna K. Simon.  “Without 
the leadership of Don and Kathy Maine, the medical 
school might have never come to fruition.”

Don and Kathy believe the value of the Secchia 
Center is far reaching. “This venture will improve 
medical education, and ultimately patient care 
throughout the state,” said Don.  “This project creates 
a seamless research and healthcare continuum that 
translates cutting edge biomedical discoveries into 
improved diagnostic tools, technology and treatments, 
recruiting world-class researchers, clinicians, faculty and 
the best and brightest medical students.”

 Kathy Maine agrees.  “The college and its home at 
the Secchia Center will be a crucial element that elevates 
Michigan’s life sciences corridor from what can be 
imagined, to what can be accomplished by intersecting 
medical students and physicians with researchers,” she 
explained.  “It is part of the economic transformation that 

needs to take place in order for Michigan to thrive in the 
21st century. The MSU College of Human Medicine 
creates a synergy among unlikely, yet logical partners who 
together are able to deliver a standard-setting medical 
education and community-based health care model for 
generations to come.”

After graciously agreeing to serve as co-chairs of the 
Leadership Cabinet for the Campaign for the Secchia 
Center, Don and Kathy quickly recruited Mike and Sue 
Jandernoa, and Steve and Brenda Heacock to the cause, 
along with a stellar group of community, business and 
philanthropic leaders to spearhead the campaign. Since 
that time, Don has served as the emcee and speaker for 
virtually every public event surrounding the College of 
Human Medicine capital campaign. 

In 2010, when the Secchia Center will open for the 
first four-year class of medical students, MSU plans to 
admit 200 students—effectively doubling the college’s 
current enrollment.  CHM Dean Marsha Rappley notes 
that the destiny of the college is to inspire those who need 
hope and train those who deliver it.  “Thanks to Don 
and Kathy Maine, this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to help establish a home state legacy belongs to all of 
us.  We are enormously grateful for Don and Kathy’s 
commitment of time, talent and personal resources to 
this project and for sharing in our inspiration and vision 
for this important facility.” 

For more information about making a gift to the Secchia 
Center or the College of Human Medicine, contact Senior 
Director of Advancement Susan Lane at (616) 234-2614.
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HIGH TURNOUT 
FOR CHM GALA IN 
GRAND RAPIDS

Van Andel Institute Chairman and CEO David Van Andel posed with 
the first award winners—Ralph Hauenstein and Peter Cook—and 
President Lou Ann K. Simon and CHM Dean Marsha Rappley  
(from left to right).

Don and Kathy Maine

www.givingto.msu.edu

The College of Human Medicine’s Inaugural 
Gala attracted over 750 people to DeVos 
Place and raised more than $330,000 for 

the medical school last September.  The money 
will go toward scholarships, medical instructional 
technology and research initiatives.  The evening 
honored those who made the transformation of 
the Grand Rapids Medical Mile possible.  During 
the gala, Peter C. Cook and Ralph Hauenstein 
became the first recipients of the David Van Andel 
Life Sciences Achievement Award in recognition 
of their philanthropy and wisdom.  The college 
welcomed its f irst class of second-year students 
to Grand Rapids this fall, and the school will 
officially be based in Grand Rapids in the fall 
of 2010 when the Secchia Center opens in the 
downtown area.  
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A Gift of Leadership 
DR. DONALD W. AND KATHY MAINE About Don 

Maine
Don served as 
chancellor of 
Davenport College 
(now University) 
for two decades, 
during which 
he spearheaded 
the growth from 
a two-year to a 
four-year college, 
launched an MBA 
program and 
guided Davenport 
to university status. 
In 1999, Don received the Distinguished Alumni Award 
from the MSU Alumni Association. Don and Kathy’s 
estate gift to establish the Donald W. Maine Endowed 
Graduate Fellowship in Higher Education Administration 
and his leadership for the Secchia Center project represent 
Don’s strong feeling that it is important to give back to 
MSU since it launched him on his successful career path.  

About Kathy Maine
Kathy Maine is general counsel for Michigan Medical, 
PC, the largest physician owned multi-specialty group 
in West Michigan.  Formerly, Kathy was a partner in 
the Corporate Practice Group at Varnum, specializing in 
Health Law. She has facilitated mergers, joint ventures and 
other transactions among providers. Kathy is committed 
to sharing her skills through service with local nonprofit 
organization boards. She serves the community as a board 
member of a number of arts, healthcare and social service 
organizations. 

Guests mingled 
before the dinner.

Joe Gavin and Lynne Ferrell paused for a picture.

Peter Albertini 
and Doyle 
Hayes greeted 
one another in 
the atrium of 
DeVos Place.

Larry Murphy, 
CEO of Varnum, 

the event’s 
corporate sponsor, 

addressed the 
gathering.

Among the guests 
enjoying the gala 
were Terri and Rich 
MacKeigan (left) 
and Kara Jones.



At a truly one-of-a-kind New Year’s Eve party, 
nearly 400 Spartans welcomed in 2009 while 
celebrating the MSU football team’s appearance 
at the Capital One Bowl in Orlando, Florida.

MSU President Lou Ann K. Simon hosted 
the gala affair which featured a buffet dinner, live 
music, dancing, a midnight toast, many splashes 
of green and white and plenty of Spartan 
fellowship.  The crowd showed their appreciation 
for Coach Mark Dantonio as well as Athletic 

Director Mark Hollis who both spent time at 
the event.  Mid-Michigan sportscaster Tim 
Staudt kept the evening lively as the master of 
ceremonies.

The event took place at the Peabody Hotel, 
which also housed the MSU football team.  
Guests were treated to a special burst of Spartan 
spirit when cannons fired green and white 
streamers at the stroke of midnight.
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Guests were seated for 
dinner to kick off the 

festivities.

Green and white 
streamers rained down at midnight as 

guests welcomed 2009.

Football Coach Mark Dantonio 
stopped to greet John Demmer.

Lynette Long, Charles Atkin, 
Octavis Long and Sandi Smith 
enjoyed the party.

Spartan spirit 
was all around.

President Lou Anna K. 
Simon spoke to the 
crowd.

Catherine and Tim 
McKenna were among 
the many guests.




